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A Study On Congenital Anomalies In Hatched Broiler Chickens At The End Of The Incubation Period

By: Azizpour, A., Associate Professor of Poulry Diseases, Meshginshahr Faculty of Agriculture, University of Mo-
haghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran.

Received: 2018-10-08 Accepted: 2018-11-13

Email: Aidin_Azizpour@uma.ac.ir

The aim of this study was to investigate the prevalence of congenital anomalies in hatched broiler chickens of broiler
breeder flocks at the end of the incubation period. For this purpose, hatched broilers from three broiler breeder flocks
(Ross 308) were thoroughly inspected in hatchery from March to September 2016. After the incubation period, the
hatched broilers of farms were recorded and the hatching chicks were graded for apparent complications and then
recorded kinds of congenital anomalies. Data were analyzed in a completely randomized design with GLM (SAS
9.1) and Duncan test. During a period of 6 months. Among the hatching chicks examined, 1740832 normal chicks
(96.88%) and 56031 chicks with congenital anomalies (3.12%) were observed. Eighteen types of congenital ab-
normality were identified for abnormal chicks. Stargazing (30.31%) and cross beak (27.43%) were the the highest
abnormality. whereas small eyes (0.12%) and extra fingers (0.08%) had the lowest abnormality. The effects of six
-months period were significant (p<0.05) on average percentage of congenital anomalies. so that, March with 4.87%

and September with 0.47% had the highest and lowest frequency of abnormality, respectively. The results of this

study showed that genetics and management factors were the most causes of congenital anomalies.

[0 Key words: Congenital abnormalities, Broiler chicks, Month, Stargazing>
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