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The study of species diversity in association of Gracilaria salicornia in northeast of Qeshm island

By: R. Rabei, Agricultural and Natural Resources Research Center of Hormozgan Province. Assadi, M. Researches
Institute of Forests and Rangelands. Department of Botany. Nejad Sattari, T. Islamic Azad University Science and
Research Dept. A., Majd, Tehran Azad University. Faculty of Science, Department of Biology, & J. Sohrabipour,
Agricultural and Natural Resources Research Center of Hormozgan Province.

Gracilaria salicornia (C.Agardh) Dawson (Rhodophyceae, Gracilariaceae) is a red algae in the northeast coast of the
Qeshm Island in Iran. High cover and density of the species created associations of algal vegetation along the intertidal
zone of the area. In this investigation the floristic features of these associations were studied from September 2001
for one year. In this study 49 species of algae were recognized that include 25 Rhodophyceae, 10 Phaecophyceae, 11
Chlorophyceae and 3 Cyanophyceae. This study showed algal vegetation and the species diversity in northeast of
Qeshm is lower than the south of the island. Muddy and sandy substrate and high turbidity are main factors which
restricted algal vegetation and species diversity in this area.

Key word: Gracilaria salicornia, Marine algae, Rhodophyceae, Phacophyceae, Cholorophyceae, Persian Gulf,
Qeshm Island
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