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Use of zeolite in fattening
ration of calves

By: Nikkhah A. Professor of
Tehran University, Nehzati G.A.
and M.H. Vakili

In order to study the effect of
natural zeolite (clinoptilolite) on
performance of holstein bulls,
two experiments were carried
out. In the first experiment 24
bulls, 154 kg initial live weight
for 168 days in three groups
(8/each) were fed ad libitum on
three total mixed rations
(TMR). The oral mixed rations
which were given to the bulls
contained 0, 3 and 5% zeolite,
respectively. In the second
experiment, the condition was
similar to the first one, but, the
rations contained 0, 3 and 6%
zeolite and bulls were feed for
105 days. Average daily gain
(ADC) of the bulls, in first expt:
for ration 0, 3 and 5% of
zeolite was 1027, 1037 and
1018 kg and feed conversion
ration (FCR) was 5.45, 5.02
and 5.85, respectively. In the
second expt, ADG was 1056,
1059 and 1026, and FCR was
5.03 and 5.78, for rations 0, 3
and 6 percent of zeolite,
respectively. On the basis of
these results, it is suggested
that, inclusion 3% zeolite in
ration of fattening bulls is
useful and economic.
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