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Assessment of Macrobenthos in Baho -
Kalat Estuary in Sistan and Baluchestan
Province

By:G. Ataran - Fariman. Offshore fisheries
Research Center, Chabahar - Iran.
Abundance, biomass and diversity of
macrobenthos were assessed in Baho-kalat
estuary. This estuary is located on the
south-east of Iran and Coasts of Oman
sea. Sampling were carried out by Ekman
grab at 8 stations during 4 seasons starting
from Autumn 1996 to Summer 1997. As a
result of this study, 11 groups of
macrofauna were recognized, counted and
weighed. The majority of macrofauna
belonged to Bivalvia (42%) and polychaeta
(26%). Dominant family of bivalvia was
veneridae and that of polychaeta was
cossuridae. Biomass (wet weight) of
macrofauna was ranged from 0.254 g/m2
(in Spring) to 715.82 g/m2 (in autumn).
Abundance of macrofauna showed
significant difference in winter and autumn
(postmonsoon) with summer (monsoon)
and spring (premonsoon). There was also
significant difference between station 3 and
other stations. Maximum rate of diversity
was in winter seasons (station 3) and
minimum rate was in winter and spring
(station 1 which is located in enterance of
estuary). It seems, the variations and
fluctations of macrobenthos community in
Baho-kalat estuary were mainly due to the
effect of monsoon’s streams and the impact
of locallized biotic and abiotic factors.

Key words: Abundance, Bahokalat estuary,
Macrobenthos, Oman sea.
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