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Distribution and diversity of the polychaete
populations in Baho - Kalat. north east of
Oman sea

By: Gilan Attaran Fariman, Offshore fisheries
research center, Chabahar, Iran

Seasonally bottom sampling were carried out
during 1996 and 1997 at 8 stations in
Baho-Kalat estuary. Baho-Kalat estuary is
located in Sistan & Baluchestan province at
end of Iran & Pakistan water border. In this
assessment 17 family of polycaete were
recognized and counted. Maximum abundance
of polychaete was 5913 n/m in winter &
maximum abundance 783 n/m in spring.
usually in most seasons cossuridae was
dominant, but Nerridae was dominant in
summer. In order to assess polychaete
diversity, Shannon index for all stations and
indices of richness, diversity and evenness at
different periods of samplings were assessed.
Almost in all seasons of the year, site 1 located
in enterance of estuary with sandy bed had
minimum diversity & site 5 located in northern
part of estuary surrounded with mangrove
trees, had maximum diversty. It seems that
Baho-Kalat estuary is mainly effected by
mansoon streams which causes the variation in
polycheate distribution and diversity.
Keywords: Baho-Kalat estuary, Polychaete,
Abundance, Diversity, Southwest Mansoon,
Mangrove forests.
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