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Lactation and milk characteristics of Qazvin Shal sheep

By: M.H.H. Tavatori, Member of Scientific Board Agriculture and Natural Rresources Research Center of Qazvin

M. Mohammadian, Member of Scientific Board Agriculture and Natural Rresources Research Center of Qazvin

G.H. Nikonam, Member of Scientific Board Agriculture and Natural Rresources Research Center of Qazvin

M. Moustashari, Member of Scientific Board Agriculture and Natural Rresources Research Center of Qazvin

and M. Monem Member of Scientific Board Animal Science Research Institute

In order to study the lactation performance of Shal sheep, 206 lactation records of 112 Shal ewes were
collected during 2002-2004. The average and standard deviation of lactation length (day), milk yield (kg) and
fat, protein, lactose and total solid materials(%) of this breed of sheep were 143.9+33.9, 121.5+48.8, 5.84+0.8,
5.77%0.5,4.95+0.4 and 17.39+1.2, respectively. The effects of lambing year, lambing season, litter size and age
ewe at lambing were significant for milk yield trait (p<0.05). The milk yield of years'2002 and 2003 were more
than of year 2004. The more availability to pasture may be the reason of it. The'ewes that lambed in Winter
were higher than in Spring and Summer. The ewes with two lambs produced more milk than those with single
lamb. The ewes that were one year old had the least performance for milk yield. The daily gain of lambs had
significant correlation with daily milk production of mothers (p<0.05). Also, the milk yield in a lactation period
had high significant correlation with daily milk production.of ewes. Therefore, the regression coefficients were

estimated for them.

O Keywords: Sheep milk, Milk components, Shal breed , Lamb gain >
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