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Evaluation of none genetic and genetic factors affecting on stillbirth in Iranian Holstein dairy cattle

By: S. M. Hashemi GamirBSc Student in Animal Breeding and Genetic University College of Agriculture and Natural
Resource of Tehran University, (Corresponding Author, Tel: +989365603452), A. Pakdel, Assistant Professor Address:
University college of Agriculture and Natural Resource of Tehran University,

Stillbirth is defined as a calf death just prior to, during, or within 24 to 48 h of parturition. The exact cause of calf
death in dairy cows in this period of time is unknown. The objective of this study was to investigate about the effective
factors on stillbirth and also to estimate some of the genetic parameters in Iranian dairy Holsteins. Data in the first and
second lactation that have been collected from 1998 to 2007 were analyzed separately and a threshold model was used
to analyze every calving data. The effects of milk-2x, age at calving, herd-year-season of calving and also sex of calf on
stillbirth rate were all statistically significant. Male calves showed significantly more stillbirth rate than female calves.
The heritability’s for stillbirth in the first- and in the second lactation were estimated 0.025 and 0.01, respectively.
After classification of first- and second lactation cows for milk yield levels and age at calving, the results showed that

stillbirth was higher for cows with high milk yield potential and the older cows have more stillbirth than the younger
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